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Swimming Hole on Papermill Creek

(Note: The largest silver salmon ever caught in California—
22 pounds—was caught in January 1959 right here in
Papermill Creek.)

Steelhead trout, Salmo gairdnerii, generally make their
spawning runs up Papermill Creek a bit later than silver
salmon, usually during the months of February and March.
Unlike the rambunctious salmon, the steelhead spawns
quietly, returns to the ocean, and may return to spawn two
or even three times. Mature steelhead can be recognized by
their sharply defined small black dots and, when in fresh
water, a broad pink or red stripe on each side of the body.

During the late 1960s and 1970s, extremely low
summertime water levels sharply limited the number
of young silver salmon and steelhead. Summer fishing
reduced this number still further. More recently, however,
fishing in Papermill Creek has been prohibited and the
Marin Municipal Water District has agreed to maintain a
more normal minimum summertime flow of water.

A more reliable stream flow will benefit the fish that
use this stream, and at the same time benefit at least one
member (a very tiny member) of California’s endangered
species list—the California freshwater shrimp, Syncaris
pacifica. This translucent to brown to dark reddish-purple
shrimp was once common north of San Francisco Bay
but is now found in just five California streams within
Napa, Sonoma, and Marin Counties. Papermill Creek—
throughout its entire length—is one of this species’ few
remaining prime habitats.
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Bicycle Trail

A paved bike trail runs about three miles through Samuel
P. Taylor State Park from near the park entrance west to
Tocaloma. It is ideal for family bicycle outings; there is no
vehicular traffic, it is gentle, nearly level, and quite scenic.
The trail follows the old Northwest Pacific Railroad right-
of-way which ran from Larkspur through this canyon to
Tomales Bay and northward to Cazadero.

Camping

There are 61 family campsites in the redwood groves, each
with a table, wood stove, food locker, and parking space.
Piped drinking water and restrooms with hot showers are
nearby. The parking spaces at several of the campsites will
accommodate small trailers, but electricity, water and sew-
age hookups are not available. A special camping area has
been set aside for bicyclists.

Two group campsites are located in the Madrone Group
Area, about 300 yards west of the park entrance on Sir
Francis Drake Boulevard. Madrone Group Camp #1 can
accommodate up to 50 people, and Madrone Group Camp
#2 can accommodate up to 25 people. The sites may be
combined to accommodate a group of up to 75. Reserva-
tions for both family and group camping may be made by
calling (800) 444-7275.

Devil’s Gulch Horse Camp has a corral, hitching racks,
watering troughs, and a camping area for up to 25 people.
Reservations for the horse camp may be made by calling
(800) 444-7275.

Picnicking

The main picnic area at Samuel P. Taylor State Park is in a
cool redwood grove along Papermill Creek. Each individual
site has a table and a stove. Piped drinking water and rest-
rooms are nearby.

The Redwood Grove Picnic Area accommodates groups
as large as 75 people. It is available by reservation only.
Reservations can be made by calling (800) 444-7275.
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Our Mission
The mission of the California Department of
Parks and Recreation is to provide for the
health, inspiration and education of the
people of California by helping to preserve

the state’s extraordinary biological diversity,
protecting its most valued natural and
cultural resources, and creating opportunities
for high-quality outdoor recreation.

California State Parks does not discriminate
against individuals with disabilities. Prior to
arrival, visitors with disabilities who need
assistance should contact the park at the
phone number below. To receive this publica-
tion in an alternate format, write to the Com-
munications Office at the following address.

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS
P. O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001
For information call: 800-777-0369
916-653-6995, outside the U.S.
711, TTY relay service

www.parks.ca.gov

Discover the many states of California.™

Samuel P. Taylor State Park
P. O. Box 251
Lagunitas, CA 94938
(415) 488-9897 (General Park Information)
(800) 444-7275 (Camping, Horse Camping
& Group Picnicking Reservations)

© 1998 California State Parks (rev. 3/07) Printed on Recycled Paper
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The Cross Marin Trail from the Redwood Grove Picnic Area to the Swimming Hole is accessible. : : : o
This park is supported in part through a nonprofit organization.

For more information contact; Marin State Parks Association
« P.O. Box 2333, Novato, CA 94948 « (415) 456-0766




